Press Release:  June 10, 2008

Set to soar .. Burlington Skyhawks basketball club takes flight!

Building on a proud tradition of youth basketball in the City of Burlington and the incredible growth of the both the city and the game of basketball, the Burlington Hoops Basketball Club proudly announced the launch of the Burlington Skyhawks, Burlington’s new premier basketball program this evening.
With City of Burlington Mayor Cam Jackson, the former voice of the Toronto Raptor’s Chuck Swirsky, Ron Foxcroft of Fox 40 and officials from Canada Basketball, Basketball Ontario and the Hamilton Board of Referees in attendance the Skyhawks welcomed over enthusiastic 150 young basketball players and their parents to the official launch. 

Chuck Swirsky, arguably Burlington’s most passionate basketball supporter, got the evening off to a fast paced start sharing some great stories of his last 5 seasons with the Toronto Raptors and the growth and popularity of the game in Ontario.

Brent Scowen, one of the founding Director’s of BHBC, highlighted that it is the growth of game and the City of Burlington that were key catalysts to the launch of the new Skyhawks.  The club’s players and teams will compete in boys and girls Novice (under 10) to Junior (under 19) age groups in Basketball Ontario sanctioned tournaments in communities across the province.  “We’re planning to run between 14 and 20 teams this coming season with upwards of 200 young athletes proudly wearing the Skyhawks colours”, Scowen highlighted. 
The Club was founded by a small group of long-time, devoted Burlington basketball parents and volunteers committed to providing a stronger, more rewarding experience for all basketball stakeholders in the City of Burlington, especially the athletes.  The club plans to distinguish themselves as a premier club in the provincial circuit on three key platforms. First, by staffing the club with the most qualified and experienced coaches in Burlington.  Second, with a strong commitment to teaching the fundamentals in a fun and rewarding environment focused on developing leaders on and off the court.  And finally, to run the club as member-based association committed to transparency and accountability.

Scowen shared his excitement for the inaugural season. “We’re ecstatic about the groundswell of support we’ve seen for the club.  We have 23 committed coaches with over 215 years of coaching experience and 106 years of those years at the provincial rep level.  Combined with a great group of volunteers we’re really set to soar!”.

One of Burlington’s most prominent businessmen and the Hoops founding sponsor, Ron Foxcroft of Fox 40 was also on hand to share his enthusiasm for the future.  “Basketball in Burlington is in good hands.  The Hoops leadership team and their coaching staff have basketball in our city ready to flourish” stated Foxcroft.  Scowen and Gord McNeice, a long standing Burlington basketball icon and Hoops Club Director, graciously thanked Foxcroft for his invaluable financial support for the club’s start-up.  Ron then presented the Hoops Directors including Lisa Haney-Bovair and Rosemary Smiarowski, McNeice and Scowen with the Fox 40 Golden Ball in recognition of Fox 40 and the Foxcroft family’s support for the new club.
City of Burlington Mayor Cam Jackson also offered his congratulations to the Club and highlighted how its stands as a shining example of people coming together to make Burlington a more vibrant and active community. “We love to see opportunities being created for youth in this city and we’re behind you all the way.  Good luck to the Skyhawks in the coming season” stated Jackson.  The evening hit an emotional high when Mayor Jackson took a few moments before racing off to his weekly council meeting to recognize Chuck Swirsky for his citizenship in the city as he and his family prepare for their move to Chicago later this summer.  Mayor Jackson presented Chuck with an honorary citizenship award and special limited edition coins from the Toronto Raptors inaugural season for each of his three children.  
Mr. Swirsky stayed center stage to extend his thanks to the Mayor, Mr. Foxcroft, the local basketball community and the city at large for welcoming he and his family with open arms.  He spoke from the heart for several minutes about his time in Burlington and shared his mixed emotions about moving away.  A proud ‘Burlingtonian’ and one of the catalysts for the massive growth in basketball in Canada, there was no one more fitting to unveil the Skyhawks new uniform, team colours and logo. In light blue jerseys, accented with yellow and dark blue, Drew McNeice and Danielle Haney dribbled their way to the stage to meet Chuck and show off the new team logo, an agile hawk in full flight, slamming home the winning basket!    

Bruce Marshall, a key volunteer leader for the club then took the stage to introduce the Skyhawks coaching staff.  Twenty-three coaches in total, the majority in attendance proudly donning the new Skyhawks colours, were presented to players, parents and the media. “Our program is ultimately defined by the quality and caliber of our coaching staff and there is no question that we have the best, most qualified basketball coaches in the city” said Marshall.  With only two exceptions, the entire coaching staff had coached with the Burlington Panthers last season and elected to move over to the Skyhawks to create a better future for rep basketball in Burlington.  Marshall went on to note “our coaching staff has tremendous experience at every level from elementary, through high-school, into the provincial level of BDP, MDP and JDP and even two coaches who are currently assistants on Men’s CIS teams”.  The Coaching staff was served to a rousing round of applause from players and parents.   
The evening was made complete with some great door prizes being handed out through the generousity of Fox 40.  Those in attendance were also reminded to stay connected to the Skyhawks through the summer through the club’s new website at www.burlingtonskyhawks.ca.  September team tryouts are to be announced in early August through the website and The Burlington Post. 
All in all the evening was a great celebration of basketball and youth with the Burlington Skyhawks set to soar!
