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Press Release:
Burlington Hoops Basketball Club


August 17, 2008

Skyhawks Basketball excited to welcome high profile basketball couple to 08/09 coaching roster.
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What more could one look for in the full package in basketball coaching? [image: image3.emf]
Greg and Jenn Newton (formerly McNaughton) have confirmed their plans to join the Burlington Skyhawks as coaches for the Boy’s Major Bantam under 14 AAA squad.  For both coaches, basketball has been a huge part of their lives and their wish is to share back their wealth of knowledge, experience and passion for the game with young, committed athletes.
Married earlier this spring, Greg and Jenn have retired from their most recent roles in local basketball, as referees for the Hamilton Association, to take the bench sharing coaching duties.  “We’ve enjoyed our officiating experience but it’s time to get out on the practice court and work with the kid’s.  We have tons to share!”.

Prior to officiating, both Greg and Jenn had high profile basketball playing careers competing at almost every level of play.  Greg has had an illustrious career playing high school basketball at A.N Myer in Niagara Falls before joining Coach Krzyzewski’s Duke Blue Devils team to play NCAA Div 1 between 1993 and 1997.  From 1990 through 2003 Greg was a member of Canada’s National basketball team and had the privilege of representing Canada along with Steve Nash at the 2000 Olympics in Sydney, Australia.  Under Coach Jay Triano the team had a strong 7th place finish.  Following Greg’s college career he played professional basketball in Europe for nearly 10 years returning to Canada in 2006.  Greg’s coaching experience has been tied to years of involvement in Coach K’s annual summer camps hosted at Duke University. 

Jenn (McNaughton) played high level provincial basketball as a member of the Mohawk College Varsity Women’s basketball team between 1994 and 1997. In 1997 she captained the team and was selected to the Provincial OCAA All-Star Team. Retiring from competitive play Jenn then took her love of the game and coached at various levels for over 10 years in the local area. She began as an Assistant Coach of the Parkside High School Sr. Girls team in ’96-’97. From 2002 to 2005 she coached within Basketball Ontario’s Elite Development Program and for the Mountain Region MDP team which won a Silver medal in provincial competition. In 2005 Jenn returned to her alma mater as Assistant Coach for the Lady Mountaineer’s of Mohawk College.

“We’re really excited to join the Skyhawks and its roster of coaches.  There is a tremendous amount of experience amongst the staff and their 20 year track record of success ranks them with the best in province” Greg noted. The Skyhawks will be hosting 16-18 teams for the upcoming provincial rep season.  The Skyhawks are proud to have the best, most experienced coaching staff in the City of Burlington.  Twenty-six coaches with over 215 years of combined coaching experience will be overseeing the development of local basketball athletes, developing leaders on and off the court.
Tryouts begin in mid-September.  Tryout times and locations as well as full program details are available at www.burlingtonskyhawks.ca. All local basketball players are welcome to participate.  
